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Introduction

The early identificarion and understanding of the
temporal significance of growth increments in many
calcareous skeletons, bur especially those in mollusks
and corals, facilitated their use as a means to study
environmental vanability in the Quaternary. Armed
with this understanding, geochemical studies of the
skeletons of mollusks and corals, and later of sclero-
sponges, began mn earnest. These early investigations
established many of the fundamental principles that
now form the foundation of nearly all studies using
the skeletons of corals, sclerosponges. and mollusks
to study environmental and climare change. In this
article, we provide a general overview of the use of
corals, sclerosponges, and mollusks as archives of
variability in the Quaternary Earth system.



